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XIV Conference in Seul,

Korea

25 t h A n n
iversary o
f th e
Korean T
oy Library
Associatio
n

The conference was organized and hosted by the Korea Toy Library Association
(KTLA) and the Guro District Government of Seoul.

TITLE: PLAY FOR LIFE
Sub-titles:- 1. Play in the Past 2. Play in the Present 3. Play in the Future
The title of the conference gave scope for play through the whole spectrum of life
and the sub-titles included traditional play and toys, reports and research on
present day to library activities and predictions and guidelines for play in the future.
This should lead to an enriched
conception of the many facets and values of play and a refreshed understanding
and explosion of ideas for the future task of Toy Libraries.
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ITLA Work at the Conference
•

Board Interim meetings

•

National Organization meeting

•

Links Meeting

•

General Assembly with the presentation of new Board, and the Country that
is going to have the next XIV International Congress, Netherlands who made
a wonderful and very nice presentation of its beautiful Country.

First time ITLA
puts a table with
members
donations and
souvenirs to raise
funds.
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25th Anniversary!!
We have our Anniversary with a Conference in Mexico
City about the importance of play in the Human life.
And Australia, South Africa and Mexico made a flash
mob

47 countries that have celebrated World Play Day, but we’re sure there’s
many more, including:
• Europe: Austria, Belgium, Croatia, Cyprus, Denmark, Estonia, France,
Germany, Great Britain, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Netherlands, Norway,
Portugal, Romania, Russia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey
• Americas: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Equador,
Honduras, Mexico, Peru, United States
• Asia: Brunei, Cambodia, China, India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Nepal,
Philippines, Taiwan
• Oceania: Australia, New Zealand
• Africa: Cameroon, Kenya, South Africa, Zimbabwe

We have a meeting to UNICEF Mexico asking for help to put the WPD in ONU
Agenda.
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World Play Day Coordinator Report 2015 -17
Debbie Williams, WPD Coordinator

Since the last ITLA conference in Korea we have celebrated two wonderful World Play Days. Well done
to everyone who celebrated all around the world, as World Play Day keeps getting bigger and better.
In 2015 the theme was ‘play is fun’, while in 2016 we encouraged everyone to ’play for all ages’. Later
this month we will celebrate ‘sustainable play’.
Toy libraries around the world have shared their events and photos on our Facebook discussion group
and on the Itla World-Play Day Facebook page. If you are not already member, please join us on
Facebook at Toy Library Discussion Group (ITLA).
Thank you to the founder of World Play Day, Freda Kim, who continues to inspire us with her annual
World Play Day messages.
There were so many events to celebrate World Play Day around the world it is not possible to mention
everyone, but here is an example of events in a few countries.

Here are some examples of way toy libraries celebrated World Play Day:

New Zealand
Toy Library Federation of New Zealand has establish Toy Library Awareness Week to coincide with
World Play Day. This provides New Zealand Toy Libraries an opportunity to promote both the benefits
of play and their local toy library.
There were a lot of local open days held at individual toy libraries and a national photo competition.
Some creative toy library lovers also wrote their own toy library song, which is in English and Maori:
tinyurl.com/TLFNZsong.
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South Africa
World Play Day (WPD) is a day that Cotlands, a member of the International Toy Library Association (ITLA) and
coordinator of the Toy Library Association of South Africa (TLASA), proudly advocates the importance of play in
every child’s development and their right to play.
The theme for 2015 WPD was FUN and FUN was certainly “contagious” in and around South Africa on Thursday
28th May 2015. TLASA sent out invitations, posters, a brief on how to conduct a WPD event and a variety of FUN
activities to all its members and interested parties.
The build up to WPD was fantastic; invitations to various events hosted by TLASA members, ECD Centres and
NGO’s were posted on Facebook, Twitter and other social media forums. Radio, television and newspaper
interviews were conducted with Monica Stach, COO of Cotlands and ITLA board member. The various platforms
were used to advocate for every child’s right to play, generating a lot of enthusiasm and excitement for the day.
The highlight for TLASA was the inclusion of World Play Day into the UNICEF South Africa advocacy calendar 2015.
WPD was a whole lot of FUN that was thoroughly enjoyed by young and old alike! It was heart-warming to see
the variety of fun-filled activities that was organised not only by the TLASA members but as well as numerous
other organisations for the day.
William Pharrell’s “Happy” song was selected for flash mobs to promote WPD around the world, and although this
proved to be rather challenging for TLASA members the “Happy” song was still a big hit during various WPD
events. Children and adults happily sang and danced to the “Happy” song, even in remote rural villages in KwaZulu Natal.
Play is often seen as the opposite of work, being lazy and the lack of achievement or at best seen as recreation.
This is a common misperception and research has shown that PLAY in early childhood is one of the most
important opportunities you can give a child and the best foundation for their success in school. Play takes many
forms and shapes and the heart of play is FUN and pleasure. If it isn’t FUN, it isn’t play!
It was encouraging to see South Africa come together collectively on World Play Day and provide children within
the Rainbow Nation a day of playful FUN! A number of non-profit organisations promoted and participated in
WPD and was truly inspiring to see were businesses participating in WPD! While it is difficult to give exact numbers
of children enjoying WPD in South Africa, it is safe to say that in an excess of five thousand children enjoyed a
fun-filled day.
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Many of our current generation of children have lost the opportunity to play due to poverty, violence, poor education and
socio-economic conditions that have had a negative impact on their opportunities for safe play. The overwhelming response to
World Play Day as a nation is certainly creating a positive change in how society understands how play enhances every domain
of a child’s development. WPD creates FUN playful learning opportunities for our children giving them cherished memories and
experiences to help them learn, figure out who they are, how the world works, where they fit in and develop skills they need to
learn to read and write.
TLASA maximised on every opportunity to advocate for every child’s right to safe play as World Play Day falls within the week of
Child Protection and just a 2 weeks after we celebrate Youth Day on the 16th June so there were many occasions and on various
platforms to do so.
We are looking forward to next year, as World Play Day will be included in the Toy Library Play Conference that the Toy Library
Association of South Africa will host from 31st May to 2nd June 2016.
Venessa T’Hart, Cotlands/TLASA
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Mexico
World Play was celebrated across Mexico with much excitement. In
addition to the ‘Happy dances’ a large event was held at the
History Museum in Mexico City. ITLA President, Monica Juarez spoke
on The Importance of Play in the Life of a Human Being and a large
crowd gathered outside to for free play.
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Newsletter

We change the look of our newsletter
We thank to all that contributed with articles

We made cards for joining, thanks, New Year, members
password, WPD etc.
Actualized National and International organization, link
people and members list
We were in Nickelodeon World Day 2016
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Newsletter

Media Assistant Report

Last year saw a change in format for the ITLA newsletter from pdf to html email. The newsletter was shortened and made more
mobile-phone friendly. The newsletter still features longer articles, but only the first paragraph or so now appears in the email – readers can read further by
clicking a link, and downloading a pdf of the full article
As a consequence of this format change (and impending maternity leave), Anna from IAC in Portugal was no longer able to contribute to the newsletter layout - she did
however contribute ideas for the newsletter template. The mailchimp program is not difficult to learn, hopefully IAC can continue to contribute in the future to the
newsletter.
Four newsletters have been sent thus far to members using the mailchimp email program. One advantage of this
software is that you can track views of any communications sent. Here are the basic stats for ITLA’s mailchimp
newsletters.
•
March 2017: 49 Subscribers, 53.2% Opens, 25.5% Clicks
•
December 2016: 61 Subscribers, 46.4% Opens, 12.5% Clicks
•
September 2016: 60 Subscribers, 59.6% Opens, 21.1% Clicks
•
June 2016: 59 Subscribers, 53.8% Opens, 15.4% Clicks
•
(The March 2016 newsletter in pdf format was sent to 59 members.)
Contributions for the past year’s newsletters have come from:
Adri Bans, The Netherlands
Debbie Williams, Australia
Dream Lin, Taiwan
Freda Kim, Korea
Janine Singels, The Netherlands
Katharina Kiefer, Switzerland
Mary Clark, South Africa

Melissa Makin, Australia
Monica Juarez, Mexico
Monica Stach, South Africa
Naresh Rawal, Nepal
Simon Hall, Australia
Tineke Kuivenhoven, The Netherlands
Wong Poai Hong, Malaysia

A final note
ITLA’s advocacy for play and toy libraries could be greatly increased if the newsletter read by more people. As an exclusive benefit of membership, I feel
the newsletter isn’t that great value. But it’s value would dramatically increase if it was read by more than the 25 or so people who currently read it every
three months. Perhaps the newsletter could be subscribed to via the ITLA website.
Simon Hall
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We change the look
of our newsletter
We thank to all that

Interim Meeting 2016 in Mexico City
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Hosted by Mexico Play

We change the Itla misión to this one.
“To advocate for toy libraries and toy librarians on how to make play come alive for the optimal development of
communities”
We signed the bank papers to change our account to Belgium. We apreciate a lota ll the work and patience that Jan and
Kertin Aman had.
We had Country Reports
We had Borad members duties report
We work redisigning the adintrative structure. With SWot Analysis now a days
We went to a Mexican toy library inauguration, this was a Mexican Goverment event.
We saw the changed of the Documentation center to Brussels
Has a skype Copnferece on our way to the Leiden Conference
We decided to dismiss Leonor Santos from the Board of Director, non comunication with her at all.
We went to visit mexican city toy libraries, ( comunitary, hospitals , and in library)
We talk about Asian and Europe groups
We were invited by the Mexican Association to a Mexican Dinner
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Program
HR.

Tema

Monday 4
10:00 Welcome
last minute ( Korea 2014)
President Work report since 2014
Board report
11:30-11:45
Break
Board report
14:30-15:30
Meal
Country report
Itla now a days
Some issues
06:00 End of the day

Tuesday 5
10:00 Welcome
Visits to a Hospital Toy library
Visit to a Library Toy library
3:30-5:30
Meal in Tipical Mexican Restaurant
06:00 End of the day

Wednesday
6
10:00-10:10
10:10–11:00
11:00–11:15
11:15–1:00
1:00–2:30
2:30–3:30
4:00–5:00
5:00–5:15
5:15–6:30
6:30–19:30

Thrusday 7
10:00-12:30

Welcome
Conference 2017 Skype With Tineke
Break
Important General Matters
World Play day
Comida
Meeting with UNICEF Mexico
Break
Itla now a days
Conclusions, end of the meeting
15
Mexican Conference
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17

European Toy Libraries Group meeting and Asian Group
Conference they sent their reports
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ITLA Board participated in National Conference
of Mexico Play Organization
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Financial Year

Amount

2012
Income

ITLA
Financial
Statement

Expenditure

14,182.53
793.67

14,976.20

2,213.94

12,762.26

2013
Income
Expenditure

Balance

12,762.26
90.00

12,852.26

5,530.42

7,321.84

2014

7,321.84

Income

2,120.63

9,442.47

Expenditure

3,291.16

6,151.31

2015

6,151.31

Income

2,628.43

8,779.74

Expenditure

1,783.33

6,996.41

2016
Income
Expenditure

6996.41
805.00
2684.67

Accounting Balance - 31/12/2016

7801.41
5116.74

5035.80

Bank Balance - 31 December 2016
Difference - Currency Gain/Loss
Balance EUR account:
Balance SEK account (31,463.84) @
9.55
Yearend balance 31/12/2016
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80.94
1741.09
3294.64

5035.80

5035.80

Membership
Members
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ITLA’s membership number was 30 in the 2014 financial year,
increasing to 54 in 2016 and 43 members in 2017. A total of 27
countries are members of ITLA, including Argentina, Australia,
Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, China, Columbia, Denmark, France,
Ghana, Hong Kong, India, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Korea, Malaysia,
Mexico, New Zealand, Poland, Portugal, South Africa, Spain,
Taiwan, Turkey, United Kingdom and United States of America.
Generating income for ITLA needs to be a priority for the incoming
board so that the association can assist members to attend
conferences as well as keep the organisation functioning since
membership fees alone is not adequate.
21

In Memorian

Thanks for all your love
to ITLA.
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Dear Members
Thanks for
joining and for
your confidence
in
US !

ITLA Board of Directors
2014–2017
Monica Juarez Soria
Mexico
Michel van
Langendonckt
Belgium
Wong Poai Hong
Malaysia
Monica Stach
South Africa
Fernando Martelo
Colombia
Debbie Williams
Australia
Tineke Kuivenhoven
Netherlands

President , Link Coordinator
Vice President /ETL Link
Secretary /Asia Representative
Treasurer / Africa Representative
Communications Manager / Americas Rep
World Play day Coordinator / Oceania Rep
Conference Coodinator
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