
  

 
 

To play is to be healthy. 
Toy libraries promote healthy living! 

 
  

Being healthy meant staying home for World Play Day this year. 
ITLA encouraged everyone to be safe with this message. 



 

 
  

 World Play Day was quite different from normal this 
year. Due to social distancing requirements, toy librarians 

have had to develop some truly innovative ways to help kids 
to play. Restrictions have varied widely from country to 

country. Have a look at how toy librarians all over the world 
used their creativity to keep the fun going! 

  
  

       CONTINENTAL UPDATES 



  

    
 

On World Play Day, Australian toy librarians lobbied the 
government to allow them to reopen. Although book libraries were 
open, toy librarians weren't given the permission to do the same. 

Authorities were concerned about Covid 19 spreading due to 
children putting toys in their mouths. Toy librarians assured the 

government that a sophisticated disinfecting system could be put 
in place.  

 

 
 

In the meantime, "Click and Collect" (selecting toys online and 
picking them up  

at toy libraries) and home delivery were allowed. Resilient 



Australian toy libraries put these systems in place quickly after the 
outbreak. 

 
The leading Melbourne newspaper posted this nice picture with an 

article in support of reopening toy libraries.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

Great News!  Australian toy libraries received permission to open 
toy libraries this week. The health department provided 

cleaning protocols to keep everyone safe. Please respond to this 
email if you'd like to receive these protocols. Congratulations 

Australia! 



 
***************************************************************** 

 

   
       

 
Spain 

 

 
 

Spain held their game day celebrations outside on the streets! What a 
smart way to create social distancing! 

 



 
Toy librarians set up the games.... 

 



 
 

...all the children had to do was play!  
 



 
 

***************************************************************** 
Asia 



 
Malaysia 

 

 
 
 
 



 



 
To celebrate World Play Day, Malaysian toy librarians partnered with other 

agencies to create #SpreadJoyWithToys, a campaign enabling 1000 children in 
low income housing to own a toy of their own. The program will eventually be 

extended to include refugee and migrant children as well. 
Here are some boxes of toys that they collected. Great job! 

 

 
 

Malaysia also held a Zoom Sharing Session in celebration of play and the work of 
toy librarians in Malaysia and around the world. More than 70 participants 

attended! Discussions focused on the importance of play and how it can continue 
during the pandemic and post-pandemic. There were concerns about the impact of 
Covid 19 on both at-home play and outdoor play. How will this situation impact the 

health and mental wellbeing of children? Will the play deficit affect the overall 
development of children? It was resolved that play is for all ages and can happen 
anywhere, using everyday materials and resources. Congratulations on using this 

new technology to connect with each other! 



 

 

 
  

Taiwan 
 



 
 
 

Taiwan's Toy Library Association delivered second-hand toys and 
spread love to the children at the beautiful Niahosa Elementary 

school in the Alishan mountains for World Play Day. 
 

 
 

Most of the teachers and students in this school are from the Tsou 
tribe.The Alishan mountains are famous for beautiful sunrises, 
seas of clouds, and the railway in the forest. Curvy roads and 

cloud-wrapped trees create magical scenery. 
 



 
  

 Students also enjoyed making a toy elf using simple materials—
they wrapped marbles in foil, put them in a jar, and shook them 

happily to music. Magic!   
 

Groups of ten children played the game -- racing the elves down 
the track as fast as possible. 

 
Learning by playing. Playing by learning.  

 
The happy laughter of children reached everyone! 

 



 
 

Thank you also,Taiwan, for making this beautiful graphic 
representing children from all over the world.  

 



 
  

                   **********************************************************
*******                        

 



 
 



          
 

You can always find toy librarians enjoying World Play Day as well! 
Here's part of the Cotland's crew in South Africa.    

 
********************************************************************

*********** 
  

Toy librarians are brilliant and creative people! We have handled the 



crisis in many different ways, under various restrictions imposed by 
our countries.  Here are some ways that Toybrary Austin, in the 

United States, has managed.  
 

*We started off selling and delivering all toys all over the city. This was 
quite profitable and helped pay the bills. 

 
* We then readjusted to selling toys and having customers pick them up 
outside the front door. Many parents were eager to buy games and toys 

that focused on map skills, simple math, and writing, as their children 
were missing school. 

 
*We had so many duplicates of toys that we sold the extras at 1/2 price. 
The parents loved this and kept coming back again and again to shop. 

  
*We created Mother's Day kits for dads and children to do together. They 
included a child care pass for moms and materials for kids and dads to 

make a bracelet for mom. Dads bought these and it worked out very well. 
 

*Drop off child care has continued, one family at a time. Parents pay 



$12/hour for us to watch their kids in a safe and clean environment. 
 

*In the last month, we have allowed one family to come play at a time, 
wearing masks. 

 

 
 

*As restrictions have loosened, we have allowed two families to play here 
together, and this continues. Toy sales and the garage sale also 

continue. 
 

*We have also held several small family birthday parties. 
 
 



 
  

With pools and so many of the regular kids' play spaces closed, parents have had 
to be quite innovative to keep their children learning and playing. Many parents 

have realized how hard teachers work every day. Isn't that wonderful? 
 In first world countries, children often have way too many toys. With parents out of 

work, family incomes have decreased, therefore decreasing the amount of toys 
sold. So what are kids doing? 

 
Playing in sprinklers and little backyard pools, riding bikes, digging in the dirt, 

gathering rocks and sticks. There have been more children playing outside in the 
last 3 months than in the last 40 years!  A nice outcome of this is that families who 
live close together are getting to know each other much better, building a strong 

sense of community outdoors instead of staying inside their homes.  
 

Playing in mud has some significant impacts on children's health. It boosts the 
body’s immune system, helps prevent allergies and asthma, and boosts serotonin 

levels.  Click here to read about how great mud is! 
 

https://www.parentmap.com/article/why-playing-in-the-mud-is-great-for-your-kid 
 
 



 
 

You can celebrate International Mud Day on June 29! Check out these ideas:  
 

https://worldforumfoundation.org/workinggroups/nature/mud-day/ 
https://kodokids.org/history-international-mud-day/ 

 
  

Play and socialization in the future: what will be the new normal in chidren´s 
lives?  

This will be for parents to decide. Have they internalized the benefits of outdoor 
and hands-on play? On using every day materials to create projects? Toy 

librarians have always supported this type of play. We must continue to explain to 
parents how important it is and how to do it at home. That will be one of our tasks 

going forward--offering parents ideas and support for at-home play.  



 

 
 Cute outfits to made out of everyday materials found at home! 

 
 

Congratulations to all of you for surviving the pandemic so far, for being flexible 



 

and creative, for keeping children's best interests in mind, for doing the right thing. 
It's been a rough few months, but we have learned, grown, and come up with all 

kinds of new ideas. Hang in there! 
 

 
        

 

  
Please invite others to join ITLA.  

 
Just send your toy librarian friends this 

link: http://itlatoylibraries.org/home/become-a-member/ 
 

 
 

We'd love to have updates about your toy libraries! Are you having an event? 
Something to celebrate? Pictures to share? We want to feature you!  



 

 
email: media.comunication@itla-toylibraries.org 

  

 

   Please "like" us on Facebook: @ITLA.org   

 and follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/ITLAinfo  
 

International Toy Library Association / Asociación Internacional de Ludotecas / Association 
Internationale des Ludothèques 

A S B L , Rue du Greffe 20, 1070 Bruxelles, BELGIUM    
media.comunication@itla-toylibraries.org / www.itla-toylibraries.org 

  

 



	


